Awareness and practice of HIV and hepatitis B guidelines in a psychiatric hospital.
Guidelines for safe practice are considered to be an important measure in preventing HIV and Hepatitis B infection in health care staff. Awareness and practice of health board guidelines in a psychiatric hospital were assessed by means of a questionnaire. The results suggest that such guidelines may not be read by certain staff groups, especially junior medical staff. In addition, there was no difference in practice between staff who had read the guidelines and those who had not. There may be a need for more active encouragement of safe practice in order to prevent spread of infection to staff.